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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, PDIP, PINR, PN, OAS, ES 

SUBJECT: OAS APPOINTMENT OF FORMER PRESIDENT MOLINA AS ELECTIONS 
OBSERVER: FOX IS SENT TO GUARD CHICKEN COOP 

1 . MANY EYEBROWS HAVE BEEN RAISED IN SAN SALVADOR OVER THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN THE LOCAL PRESS THAT EX-PRESIDENT (1972-1977) 

COL. ARTURO ARMANDO MOLINA HAS BEEN DESIGNATED BY THE OAS 
AS ONE OF THE OBSERVERS OF THE ELECTIONS SCHEDULED TO TAKE 
PLACE AUGUST 6 IN PANAMA. THE 1972 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
THAT RESULTED IN MOLINA'S TAKING OFFICE ARE CONSIDERED BY 
MANY INFORMED PEOPLE TO HAVE BEEN "FRAUGHT WITH FRAUD" AND THE 
1977 ELECTION OVER WHICH HE PRESIDED HAS RAISED SOME QUESTION 
ON ITS OWN. WHEN ASKED BY A LOCAL NEWSPAPER REPORTER IF HIS 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE OAS DESIGNATION AS AN ELECTIONS OBSERVER 
CONFLICTED WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT HE MADE BEFORE LEAVING OFFICE 
IN 1977 THAT HE WOULD NOT ENGAGE IN ANY FURTHER POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 
MOLINA REPLIED: "I HONESTLY THINK THAT THIS IS AN 
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PAGE 02 SAN SA 03892 280124Z 

EXCELLENT FIELD IN WHICH TO CONTINUE COMPLYING WITH 
MY DUTY AS A SALVADORAN CITIZEN." 

2. WHILE MANY CAN DISPUTE THE PROPRIETY OF NAMING 
MOLINA AS AN OAS ELECTIONS OBSERVER, IT CAN BE READILY 
ARGUED THAT BASED ON HIS PAST EXPERIENCE, MOLINA AT 
LEAST WILL KNOW WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN TERMS OF POSSIBLE 
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FRAUD IN THE PANAMANIAN ELECTIONS. ON THE OTHER HAND, OTHERS WOULD 
SAY HE WOULD NOT BE AWARE OF WHAT REALLY CONSTITUTES FREE AND 
FAIR ELECTIONS. 

DEVINE 
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